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State of Ohio Envirunmentdl Protcction Agency 

Southwest Distrlct O f rke  
d o  Sauti Main Street 
Daylw. Ohio 45402-2986 
(5 13) 285-6357 
FAX (513) 285-6404 -_- 

A p r i l  5 ,  1994 

Mr. James sarie: 
Remedial Project Manager 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
7 7  West Jackson  
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60604 

Dear Mr. S a r i c :  3t&. 

Since t h e  summer of 1993, Ohio EPA staff from v a r i o u s  divisions 
have been meeting w i t h  U . S .  EPA and U . S .  DOE F e r n a l d  staff to 
discuss how to address s e v e r a l  issues: 1 )  t h e  large volumes of 
low l e v e l  radioactive waste ,  mixed waste,  s o l i d  waste, and 
miscellaneous wastes  (construction and demolition debris, ash ,  
soil, etc.) at Fernald; and 2) Ohio solid waste s i t i n g  criteria 
and O h i o  A K A R s  at a Superfund site where t h e  overall goal is to 
remedy and improve on  existing u n a c c e p t a b l e  environmental 
conditions. 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4 .  

Larqe volumes of contaminated construction and demol i t ion  
d e b r i s ,  soil, fly a s h  and bottom ash and possibly some solid 
waste w i l l  have to be disposed onsite at Fernald. 

The entire Fernald s i t e  is located over the Great M i a m i  Sole 
Source Aquifer. Since Ohio solid waste siting criteria 
prohibit a l o c a t i o n  of a s o l i d  waste facility over a sole 
source aquifer, among other things, several options have 
been discussed including an Ohio EPA exemption frqm t h e  
siting c r i t e r i a  or a U . S .  EPA waiver under CERCLA. 

A s  we examine the  hydrogeology of the Fernald site, 
appears t h a t  there may be some areas where a disposal 
facility that  is protective of human hea l th  and t h e  
environment and significantly improves t h e  existing 
conditions may be located. However, it is unlikely that 
Ohio solid waste siting criteria can be fully satisfied 
anywhere at Fernald. 
of the till appears t o  confirm this conclusion. 

it 

Recent findings of uranium at the base 

The various high volume, low toxicity wastes at Fernald 
referenced above are presently disposed of at multiple 
locations at Fernald. Environmentally, t h e s e  wastes should 
be consolidated and disposed of in an engineered disposal 
area. 
the Fernald site with t h e  Itbeet' hydrogeology with long term 
monitoring and continued U.S. Government ownership. 

This disposal area should be located at the part o f  
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5 .  Ohio E P A ' s  solid waste s i t i n g  criteria are directed at 
protection of human health and t h e  environment  a t  new s i t e s  
o r  t h e  expansion or upgrading of e x i s t i n g  operating sanitary 
landfill faciiities. These c r i t e r i a  are o f t e n  not 
reflective of t h e  p r a c t i c a l  aspects of d e a l i n g  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  
wastes a t  a CERCLA r emed ia t ion  site. 

Ohio EPA believes that a U . S .  EPA waiver of t h e  relevant and 
appropriate O h i o  solid waste siting criteria is t h e  best way to 
address the o n - s i t e  disposal of c o n s t r u c t i o n  and demolition 
d e b r i s ,  ash, soil, and solid w a s t e  a t  t h e  Fe rna ld  site. T h e  
waiver seems t h e  best option s ince  it does n o t  appear that any 
location at Ferna ld  will meet s o l i d  waste siting criteria or meet 
t h e  s t a n d a r d s  for i s s u a n c e  of an exemption under Ohio Revised 
Code Section 3734.02(G), If we proceed w i t h  this o p t i o n ,  it is 
O h i o  EPA's goal to work with U . S .  EPA i n  bo th  the public 
involvement and l e g a l  a s p e c t s  of this a c t i o n .  
requesting the waiver, is the first step in that process. 

Please let us know your  comments a n d  concerns  about t h i s  course 
of action, We look forward to working with you on this difficult 
but critically important i s s u e .  

T h i s  l e t t e r ,  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Graham E .  Mitchell 
C h i e f ,  O f f i c e  of Federal Facility O v e r s i g h t  

GEM/ bj b 

cc: Jenny T i e l l ,  Director's Office 
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Jan karlson, DERR 
Jenifer Kwasniewski, 
Mark Navarre, Legal 
Barb Brdicka, DSIWM 
Linda Welch, DHWM 
Tom Schneider,  OFF0 
Jack Craig, U.S.  EPA 
Ken Alkema, Fermco 
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Brian Barwick, U.S. EPA Region 5 
Roger Grimes, U. S. EPA Region, 5 


